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BUSINESS
The Business Services Division sent two 
e-blasts to an extensive list of small businesses, 
economic development groups and others 
regarding help available through federal stimulus 
legislation. The first provided information 
on applying for a $10,000 advance on an 
Economic Injury Disaster Loan through the SBA. The 
second e-blast provided information on applying for 
help through the SBA Paycheck Protection Program.

Northeast Ohio MEP partner MAGNET is actively 
working with four area hospitals to identify, re-
engineer, produce or locate stock for the PPE in 
most need – face shields, N95 masks, swabs and 
ventilator valves.

The Ohio Manufacturing Extension Partnership 
network is working with JobsOhio to develop a list of 
personal protective equipment manufacturers in the 
State of Ohio.

Ohio Third Frontier is working with several companies 
that are producing equipment or treatments that will 
aid in combatting COVID-19.

Ohio Procurement Technical Assistance Centers 
continue to field an increased number of requests 
from FEMA, DLA, FAA and others for COVID-19-
related supplies and services vendors.

Development is utilizing the Export Assistance 
Office’s International Market Support (IMS) program 
contractors around the world to help identify sources 
for critically needed PPE and products used to 
manufacture PPE.

https://covid19relief.sba.gov/
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program-ppp


Development also is using its social media 
channels to raise awareness of programs and 
assistance available through the state and 
federal governments. We also are urging small 
businesses to reach out to Ohio Small Business 
Development Centers and Minority Business 
Assistance Centers around the state for help in 
applying for federal assistance and to plan for 
the future.

Business Services Division staff is 
beginning to sort through approximately 
7,000 emails that were sent to 
businesshelp@development.ohio.gov.

All borrowers with loans being serviced by 
Development have been notified that loan 
payments will be suspended for six months. 
Borrowers have the ability to opt out and 
continue repaying loans.

The Office of Opportunities for New Americans 
has sent emails to its contact list to provide 
information about how to access closed-
captioning translations of the Governor’s daily 
COVID-19 press conferences via YouTube and 
how to access other information in multiple 
languages.

New Americans Newsletter #1

New Americans Newsletter #2

The Minority Business Development Division is 
partnering with Coleman Spohn, State of Ohio 
Third-Party Administrator, to connect them with 
the Minority Business Assistance Centers to 
discuss the highest-demand areas and how to 
connect them with those MBEs that can provide 
those services.

https://twitter.com/OhioDevelopment/status/1242457075298578435
https://twitter.com/OhioDevelopment/status/1240759349066203137
https://twitter.com/OhioDevelopment/status/1239290425669750787
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ohiodevelopment_sbas-economic-injury-disaster-loan-application-activity-6648943369307344896-L63k
https://www.facebook.com/OhioDevelopment/posts/3713556648685332?__tn__=-R
mailto:businesshelp@development.ohio.gov
https://mailchi.mp/3710800ee080/news-from-the-office-of-opportunities-for-new-americans-2825193
https://mailchi.mp/a871d9594c35/news-from-the-office-of-opportunities-for-new-americans-2825205


Since Governor DeWine announced the Ohio.org/SupportLocalOhio 
page last week:
• The Ohio. Find It Here. listings database has received more than 

230 new tourism business listings.
• Ohio.org has received more than 22,000 pageviews since March 

27; this is four times the amount of pageviews during this same 
time last year.

Support Local Ohio is focused on getting consumers to purchase 
takeout from restaurants and placing online orders with local 
retailers.
• Consumer spending with Ohio retailers and restaurants will 

help keep them in business and help them keep workers 
employed.

• The #InThisTogetherOhio influencer campaign began this week on 
Ohio. Find It Here. social media channels.

The #InThisTogetherOhio videos featured on Ohio. Find It Here. social 
media have had more than 20,000 views. Click here to view the videos.

The team has worked with Ron Foth Advertising to develop advertising 
for the Support Local Ohio campaign, including a new commercial.

Governor’s Office of Appalachia Director John Carey has contacted 
the Mayors of Adams, Brown, Gallia and Highland counties. It has 
given him an opportunity to connect with the communities about the 
potential resources available. Mostly, the mayors are concerned about 
the impact of the pandemic on their budgets and the ability to provide 
services with reduced resources. He will be continuing this outreach 
through the coming weeks.

INDIVIDUAL
The federal Department of Health and 
Human Services approved extensions for 
the Home Energy Assistance Program 
(HEAP) Winter Crisis Program to May 
1, 2020, to align with the Public Utilities 
Commission of Ohio’s extended Winter 
Reconnect Order. The regular HEAP will 
be extended until June 1, 2020. Both 
programs were originally set to close for 
the program year on March 31, 2020.

Office of Community Assistance (OCA) 
leadership staff participated in a call 
with the National Energy Assistance 
Directors’ Association (NEADA). The call 
provided states an opportunity to explain 
and ask questions regarding changes 
that were made because of COVID-19 
and social distancing, discussed the $900 
million in Low-Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) funding 
that states will be receiving via the 
federal CARES Act, and talk about any 
problems the states are facing.

COMMUNITY
Several Community Action Agencies are using their 
Community Services Block Grant funding to address 
the immediate needs of their community due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Most of the new programs and 
services will focus on ensuring that homebound seniors 
receive essential necessities during this pandemic.

The Office of Community Development (OCD) 
reallocated the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Target of Opportunity Program and awarded 17 
regions a total of $1 million to meet immediate needs 
for homeless individuals and households during the 
COVID-19 state of emergency. The funds can be used 
for shelter operations, including staff support, supplies, 
motel/hotel vouchers, or other housing options used to 
reduce shelter concentration and create greater physical 
distance between residents.

The OCD is allowing Community Housing Impact and 
Preservation (CHIP) Program grantees to amend a 
current grant to utilize Emergency Housing Assistance 
(EHA). EHA activity prevents a household’s inability to 
pay housing-related costs from escalating to eviction or 
foreclosure.

http://Ohio.org/SupportLocalOhio
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23InThisTogetherOhio&src=typeahead_click
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23InThisTogetherOhio&src=typeahead_click
www.youtube.com/user/DiscoverOhioTravel/videos

